histopathology. On completion of the post-mortem, a sample of dorsal muscle was taken 140 from a proportion of the fish samples (sample sizes 6 to 15 per sub-set of fish per population).
141
These samples were then dried at 60ºC to constant weight.
The dried samples were then analysed at the Cornell Isotope Laboratory, New York, USA.
143
They were ground to powder and weighed precisely to ≈1000 µg in tin capsules and analysed 144 on a Thermo Delta V isotope ratio mass spectrometer (Thermo Scientific, USA) interfaced to sections of 3µm were dried at 50°C, stained using Mayer's haematoxylin and eosin, and 164 examined microscopically for pathological changes and described accordingly. (Fig. 1a) . During attachment, the parasite's antennae (Fig. 1b) were used to engulf the 238 base of the gill filaments, bringing the head of the parasite tight to the gill septum (Fig. 1c,d ).
239
This frequently led to displacement and distortion of filaments to accommodate the body of 240 the parasite (Fig. 1c-e) . Parasite attachment led to compression of the gill tissue, with 241 flattening of the epithelium (Fig 1d,e) . This was often accompanied by hyperplasia, localised
haemorrhaging, epithelial erosion and compression of blood vessels underlying the body of 243 the parasite (Fig 1e) . Although no direct evidence for parasite feeding was observed,
244
localised loss and compression of gill epithelium was often apparent adjacent to the mouth 245 (Fig. 1f) . uninfected R. rutilus in Sites 1, 2 and 3 respectively (Fig. 2-4 
295
Our outputs, revealing that infected fishes had increased specialisation in their trophic niche,
296
it can be argued that this was associated with the phenotypic changes resulting from the 297 infection pathology. However, given that the study was based on field studies rather than being predated by a piscivorous bird (Milinski, 1985) . Similarly, infected banded killifish
345
Fundulus diaphanous are more likely to occupy the front of shoals, a position that optimises 346 feeding opportunities but also carries the greatest risk of predation (Ward et al., 2002) .
348
The focal parasite of this study, E. briani, is an introduced parasite to the UK, arriving as a 349 consequence of fish being moved within aquaculture and fisheries (Fryer & Andrews, 1983) .
350
It thus represents a parasite that was successfully introduced into the UK, despite such 
